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About This Course 

Understanding Fiction is a major (core) course that introduces you to prose fiction — that is, novels and 

long stories — through four very different works: a contemporary Indian young-adult novel set in 

Kashmir, a semi-autobiographical Malgudi novel by R. K. Narayan, a classic English science-fiction novel 

by H. G. Wells, and a modern international best-seller by Paulo Coelho. Together these four books take 

you across different countries, time periods, and styles of story-telling, and help you build the skills of 

reading, analysing and enjoying fiction. 

These notes explain each novel in simple, everyday language: what happens in the story, who the 

important characters are, what the major themes and messages are, and how each writer tells the story. 

Please also read the prescribed edition of each novel, since these notes are a study companion, not a 

replacement for the original text. 

 

 

Dr Narsingh Pimparne 

Department of English 

Bahirji Smarak Mahavidyalaya Basmthnagar 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Department of English          B A Second Year - Semester III          Understanding Fiction                 Bahirji Smarak Mahavidyalaya Basmthnaga 

2 | P a g e  
 

Course Objectives 

● To inspire the learners to understand and appreciate fiction written by well-known writers. 

● To develop the skills of critical analysis and interpretation through the study of diverse works of fiction. 

● To inculcate the habit of reading novels in the students. 

Course Outcomes 

● Analyse, explore and appreciate prose fiction. 

● Enjoy reading novels and other works of fiction. 

Teaching and Examination Scheme 

Course Code Course Name Teaching Hrs Credits 

HENGCT1201 Understanding Fiction 04 04 

 

Component Marks 

Continuous Assessment (CA) 40 

End Semester Examination (ESE) 60 

Total 100 

Time for ESE 2.5 Hours 

Curriculum at a Glance 

Module Novel / Topic Hours 

1 No Guns at My Son's Funeral — Paro Anand 15 

2 The English Teacher — R. K. Narayan 15 

3 The Invisible Man — H. G. Wells 15 

4 The Alchemist — Paulo Coelho 15 

Total  60 

 

How Marks Are Distributed (Continuous Assessment — 40 Marks) 

Component Marks 

Class Test 20 

Assignment / Presentation / Viva / Quiz / Open Book, etc. 12 

Attendance 8 

Total 40 

Pattern of the End Semester Exam Paper (60 Marks, 2.5 Hours) 

● Q.1 — Short notes (5 sub-questions), compulsory, based on the whole syllabus — 15 marks 

● Q.2 — Question on Module 1 (No Guns at My Son's Funeral) — 15 marks 

● Q.3 — Question on Module 2 (The English Teacher) — 15 marks 

● Q.4 — Question on Module 3 (The Invisible Man) — 15 marks 

● Q.5 — Question on Module 4 (The Alchemist) — 15 marks 

● Q.6 — Short notes, any two out of four, based on the whole syllabus — 15 marks 

● Attempt any THREE questions out of Q.2 to Q.6. 

Note: Since Q.1 and Q.6 draw from the entire syllabus, revise all four novels for short notes, even if you plan to attempt only 

three long questions from Q.2–Q.6. 
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Understanding Fiction: Some Key Concepts 

Before we look at the four prescribed novels in detail, it is useful to understand a few basic ideas about 

fiction as a literary form. These concepts will help you write clearer, more precise answers in your 

examination. 

What Is Fiction? 

Fiction refers to prose writing that is imaginative or invented, even when it draws on real events or 

personal experience. A novel is a long work of fiction, usually developed through a connected plot, a set 

of characters, and a particular setting, and is generally divided into chapters. Compared to a short story, a 

novel has the space to develop characters, subplots and themes in much greater depth, often over a longer 

span of time and across multiple locations. 

Elements of Fiction 

● Plot: The sequence of events that make up the story, usually including an introduction, rising 

action, climax, falling action and resolution. 

● Character: The people (or sometimes animals or other beings) who take part in the action of the 

story. Characters may be 'round' (complex and developing) or 'flat' (simple and unchanging). 

● Setting: The time and place in which the story unfolds, which often shapes both plot and theme, 

as seen in the very different settings of our four prescribed novels. 

● Point of View: The perspective from which a story is told — first person ('I', as in The English 

Teacher) or third person (as in The Invisible Man). 

● Theme: The central idea, message or insight into life that the novel explores. 

● Style: The distinctive way an author uses language, including sentence structure, tone, imagery 

and dialogue. 

Different Kinds of Fiction in This Course 

The four novels in this course represent different kinds and traditions of fiction, which is part of what 

makes them valuable to study together. No Guns at My Son's Funeral is a work of contemporary young-

adult realist fiction dealing with a real political conflict. The English Teacher is a semi-autobiographical 

novel rooted in the everyday realism of Indian middle-class life. The Invisible Man is a science-fiction 

novel, part of a tradition that imagines the effects of scientific or technological change on society. The 

Alchemist is an allegorical fable that uses a simple adventure story to explore philosophical and spiritual 

ideas. Recognising which tradition a novel belongs to can help you understand the author's choices of 

style, plot and theme. 

How to Read a Novel Critically 

● Notice not just what happens, but why the author may have chosen to tell events in that order. 

● Pay attention to how characters change (or fail to change) over the course of the story. 

● Look for repeated images, ideas or phrases, since these often point to a novel's central themes. 

● Consider the significance of the title and how it connects to the story's meaning. 

● Think about the historical, cultural or personal background of the author, and how it may have 

shaped the novel. 
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Module 1: No Guns at My Son's Funeral — Paro Anand 

1 About the Author 

Paro Anand is a well-known contemporary Indian writer for children and young adults. She has written 

many books and is famous for her simple, direct style and her willingness to deal with serious, real-life 

issues such as violence, conflict and mental health in stories meant for young readers. She has worked 

closely with children affected by terrorism and separatist violence in Kashmir through the Rajiv Gandhi 

Foundation, and this direct experience shaped the writing of this novel. She has received several honours 

for her contribution to children's literature, including recognition from the Sahitya Akademi and from the 

President of India. 

2 About the Novel 

No Guns at My Son's Funeral (published in 2005) is set in Baramulla in the Kashmir Valley, a region that 

has suffered decades of militancy and violence. The novel tells the story of a teenage boy who is secretly 

drawn into a terrorist group without his family's knowledge. Through this story, Paro Anand shows how 

ordinary young people can be manipulated into violence, and how such choices affect not just the 

individual but their entire family and community. The novel is written in simple, accessible language and 

moves quickly, like a thriller, while also being emotionally serious and thought-provoking. 

3 Summary in Simple Words 

Aftab is an ordinary teenage boy from a peaceful, modest Muslim family in Baramulla. By day, he is a 

cheerful, everyday teenager who enjoys cricket and spends time with his friends and family, who live 

happily alongside their Hindu and Sikh neighbours. But Aftab is secretly leading a double life. At night, 

he sneaks out of his house to meet a group of young militants led by a charismatic young man named 

Akram. 

Aftab is completely fascinated by Akram, who seems brave, glamorous and heroic to him, almost like a 

film star. Akram represents excitement, purpose and a sense of belonging that Aftab does not find 

elsewhere. Slowly, Aftab is drawn deeper into the militant group's activities, being trained and prepared 

for dangerous missions, even though the reality of violence — such as the sight of blood — disturbs him 

deeply on the inside, a fact he hides from his militant companions out of fear of appearing weak. 

As the story progresses, Aftab's involvement with the militants intensifies, and the double life he leads 

becomes increasingly difficult to manage. His family, especially his mother, senses that something is 

wrong, and there are quiet moments of suspicion and worry at home, even though nobody fully 

understands the extent of what Aftab has gotten into. Aftab's elder sister, Shazia, is another important 

figure — she too is drawn towards Akram, admiring him from a distance, but she keeps her feelings hidden 

from her brother. 
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As events unfold, the group becomes involved in increasingly dangerous operations. The story builds 

towards a tense and tragic climax in which both Akram and Aftab lose their lives in the violence they had 

once seen as glamorous and heroic. The tragedy shatters the family, and it is Shazia, grieving for both her 

brother and the man she loved, who arrives at the powerful and symbolic realisation that gives the novel 

its title: she resolves that if she ever has a son, there will be no guns at his funeral — meaning she will 

never allow him to be drawn into the cycle of violence that destroyed her brother. 

4 Title Explained 

The title 'No Guns at My Son's Funeral' comes from the resolve made by Shazia at the end of the novel. 

Having lost her brother and the young man she loved to the glamourised violence of militancy, she vows 

that she will protect any child of her own from being pulled into this same tragic path. The title captures 

the central message of the novel: a powerful, personal rejection of the violence that has consumed so many 

young lives in the Kashmir conflict, and a mother's hope for a peaceful future for the next generation. 

5 Main Characters 

● Aftab — The protagonist, a teenage boy who leads a double life: a normal, likeable son and 

friend by day, and a trainee militant by night. His story shows how easily a young person can be 

drawn into violence through admiration, peer pressure and the search for excitement and identity. 

● Akram — The attractive, confident young leader of the militant group whom Aftab idolises. 

Akram represents the dangerous glamour of violence and the way militant groups deliberately 

attract impressionable youngsters. 

● Shazia — Aftab's elder sister, who secretly admires Akram. She is a sensitive, perceptive 

character whose grief at the end of the novel leads to the story's central message. 

● Aftab's parents — A simple, peace-loving couple who have no idea about their son's secret 

activities; their ordinary domestic warmth stands in sharp contrast to the violence Aftab is drawn 

into. 

● Javed and other militant youths — Aftab's companions in the militant group, who represent the 

wider pattern of young people being recruited into conflict. 

6 Themes 

● The Lure and Glamourisation of Violence: The novel shows how militancy can appear exciting 

and heroic to impressionable teenagers, much like scenes from action films, hiding its real 

horror. 

● Double Lives and Family Ignorance: Aftab's secret nightlife shows the gap that can exist 

between what parents believe about their children and the hidden realities of their lives. 

● The Human Cost of Conflict: Through Aftab's death, the novel personalises the larger tragedy of 

the Kashmir conflict, reminding readers that statistics of violence represent real families and real 

losses. 
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● Ordinary Life Amid Conflict: The novel also shows the resilience and simple humanity of 

Kashmiri families, who continue to love, work and hope for peace despite living surrounded by 

violence. 

● Hope and Resolve: Shazia's final vow represents hope — the idea that even after great tragedy, 

people can resolve to break the cycle of violence for the sake of future generations. 

7 Narrative Style 

Paro Anand writes in clear, simple, fast-moving prose suited to young adult readers, avoiding overly poetic 

or difficult language. The novel has a thriller-like pace, building tension steadily towards its tragic climax. 

Each chapter is preceded by a short quotation or line that hints at what is to come, adding a sense of 

foreboding and mystery. The author deliberately avoids taking one-sided political positions, instead 

focusing on the human and emotional dimensions of the conflict as experienced by ordinary Kashmiri 

families. 

8 Critical Appreciation 

No Guns at My Son's Funeral is significant in Indian young-adult fiction because it tackles a politically 

sensitive and emotionally difficult subject with honesty and restraint. Rather than presenting a one-sided 

political message, Paro Anand focuses on the human dimension of conflict, showing how ordinary boys 

like Aftab, from loving and peaceful families, can be drawn step by step into violence through admiration, 

boredom and the desire for excitement and belonging. The novel's simple, direct prose style makes it 

accessible to young readers while still dealing honestly with difficult themes such as radicalisation, loss 

and grief. Critics have praised the novel for avoiding stereotypes about Kashmiri people and for 

humanising a conflict that is too often reduced to statistics and headlines in mainstream media. 

9 Important Questions and Answers 

Q. Describe the double life led by Aftab in the novel. 

Ans. By day, Aftab appears to be an ordinary, cheerful teenager who enjoys cricket, friendship and family 

life in Baramulla. By night, however, he secretly leaves his house to meet Akram and his group of 

militants, where he is drawn into training and planning that his family knows nothing about. This double 

life is at the heart of the novel's tension. 

Q. Why is Aftab attracted to Akram? 

Ans. Aftab sees Akram as brave, glamorous and heroic, almost like a film hero. Akram gives Aftab a 

sense of purpose, excitement and belonging that he does not find in his ordinary daily life, and Aftab is 

willing to follow him without questioning the real dangers involved. 

Q. What role does Shazia play in the novel? 

Ans. Shazia, Aftab's elder sister, secretly admires Akram but hides her feelings from her brother. After 

the tragic deaths of both Akram and Aftab, it is Shazia who arrives at the central realisation of the novel 

— that she will never allow her own future son to be drawn into the same cycle of violence, which gives 

the novel its title. 
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Q. How does the novel end, and what does the ending suggest? 

Ans. The novel ends tragically with the deaths of both Akram and Aftab in an act of militant violence. 

The ending suggests the terrible cost of allowing young people to be recruited into conflict, and Shazia's 

resolve at the end offers a note of hope that families can consciously choose to break this cycle. 

Q. What is the significance of the title 'No Guns at My Son's Funeral'? 

Ans. The title reflects Shazia's vow, made after losing her brother to violence, that she will never let any 

son of hers walk the same path towards militancy and an early, violent death. It captures the novel's core 

message about rejecting the glamourisation of violence. 

Q. How does the novel portray Kashmiri family life? 

Ans. The novel portrays Kashmiri families, such as Aftab's, as simple, peace-loving and warm, living 

harmoniously with neighbours of other faiths. This ordinary domestic warmth is shown in sharp contrast 

with the violence that quietly enters their lives through Aftab's secret involvement with militants. 
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Module 2: The English Teacher — R. K. Narayan 

1 About the Author 

R. K. Narayan (1906–2001) is one of the most celebrated Indian writers in English. He is best known for 

creating the fictional South Indian town of Malgudi, the setting for many of his novels and stories, 

including Swami and Friends, The Bachelor of Arts, The Guide and The English Teacher. Narayan's style 

is simple, gently humorous and deeply humane, capturing the everyday lives of middle-class Indians with 

warmth and quiet irony. The English Teacher, published in 1945, is considered one of his most personal 

and emotionally intense works, since it draws directly on the real-life loss of his own wife to typhoid in 

1939. 

2 About the Novel 

The English Teacher is set, like most of Narayan's fiction, in the town of Malgudi. It follows Krishna, a 

lecturer of English literature at Albert Mission College, through two connected phases of his life: first, his 

quiet domestic happiness after his wife and daughter come to live with him, and second, his devastating 

grief after his wife's sudden death, and his gradual journey towards inner peace. The novel was later 

republished under the title 'Grateful to Life and Death', which reflects its theme of learning to accept both 

life and loss with gratitude. 

3 Summary in Simple Words 

Part One: Domestic Happiness 

Krishna is an English lecturer at Albert Mission College in Malgudi, living a quiet, somewhat routine 

bachelor's life in the college hostel. He often feels that his life is dull and mechanical, and he privately 

questions the value of teaching English literature to Indian students who feel disconnected from their own 

culture because of it. His life changes when his wife, Susila, and their baby daughter, Leela, finally come 

to live with him after an extended stay at her parents' home. 

At first, Krishna is a little reluctant to give up his independent bachelor life, but he soon settles happily 

into married life. Much of this part of the novel lovingly describes the small, ordinary joys of domestic 

life — Susila managing the household, the couple searching together for a proper home to rent, and 

Krishna discovering a new sense of purpose and warmth through his family. 

Part Two: Loss and Grief 

While searching for a new house, Susila contracts typhoid fever after using an unclean public toilet. 

Despite medical treatment and Krishna's constant care and hope, her condition worsens steadily, and she 

eventually dies. Krishna is utterly devastated by this loss. He becomes bitter, detached and finds it difficult 

to continue his ordinary duties, including his teaching work, which now feels even more meaningless to 

him than before. Only his love for his young daughter, Leela, keeps him going through the darkest days 

of his grief. 
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Part Three: Spiritual Awakening 

One day, Krishna receives an unexpected message through a stranger, claiming to be in contact with 

Susila's spirit. Skeptical but desperate for comfort, Krishna visits the man, a simple, warm peasant who 

acts as a medium. Through him, Krishna begins to feel that he is once again in touch with Susila, receiving 

comforting messages that ease his grief. Over time, Krishna learns to sense Susila's presence on his own, 

without needing the medium, and this brings him a growing sense of peace. 

Alongside this spiritual thread, the novel also follows Leela's early education at a small school run by an 

unconventional headmaster who believes deeply in child-centred, joyful learning rather than rigid 

discipline. Krishna is impressed by the headmaster's philosophy and his selfless dedication to children, 

even though the headmaster's own family life is troubled. Inspired by this new outlook on education and 

by his ongoing spiritual connection with Susila, Krishna eventually resigns from his college position — 

sacrificing a much higher salary — to join the headmaster's small school. The novel ends on a note of 

quiet, hard-won peace, with Krishna experiencing what he calls 'a moment of rare, immutable joy', feeling 

grateful for both life and death. 

4 Title Explained 

The novel is called 'The English Teacher' because its protagonist, Krishna, is a lecturer of English 

literature, and his profession is closely tied to the novel's exploration of the gap between Western 

education and Indian culture and identity. The later title, 'Grateful to Life and Death', is equally significant, 

since it reflects Krishna's final emotional state: having learned to accept both the joy of his married life 

and the pain of his wife's death as part of a single, meaningful journey. 

5 Main Characters 

● Krishna — The narrator and protagonist, an English lecturer whose journey through married 

happiness, devastating grief and eventual spiritual peace forms the heart of the novel. Semi-

autobiographical, his character closely mirrors Narayan's own life experiences. 

● Susila — Krishna's wife, portrayed as a devoted, sensible and loving homemaker. Her sudden 

death from typhoid is the central tragic event of the novel, and her presence continues to be felt 

throughout the second half of the story. 

● Leela — Krishna and Susila's young daughter, whose innocent presence gives Krishna a reason 

to keep living through his grief, and whose education introduces the theme of alternative, child-

friendly schooling. 

● The Headmaster — The head of the small school Leela attends, an unconventional and deeply 

dedicated educator whose philosophy of joyful, student-centred learning influences Krishna's 

own decisions about his career. 

● The Peasant / Medium — The simple, sincere man through whom Krishna first believes he is 

able to communicate with Susila's spirit, playing an important role in Krishna's spiritual healing. 
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6 Themes 

● Love and Loss: The novel offers a tender, realistic portrayal of married love and the devastating 

grief that follows the sudden death of a loved one. 

● Grief and Healing: Krishna's slow journey from despair to peace shows how grief can be 

gradually transformed, though never entirely erased, through memory, love and spiritual 

connection. 

● East versus West in Education: Krishna's dissatisfaction with teaching English literature to 

Indian students reflects Narayan's broader critique of a colonial education system disconnected 

from Indian culture and daily life. 

● Spirituality and the Idea of an Afterlife: The novel treats the possibility of communicating with 

the dead in a calm, matter-of-fact way, blending realism with the mystical, and suggesting that 

love can transcend physical death. 

● The Purpose of Education: Through the contrast between the rigid college system and the 

headmaster's warm, creative school, the novel questions what education is truly meant to 

achieve. 

7 Narrative Style 

The novel is written in the first person, from Krishna's point of view, giving it an intimate, confessional 

quality. Narayan's prose is simple, gently ironic and deeply emotional in the sections dealing with Susila's 

illness and death, considered among the most moving passages in Indian English fiction. The novel moves 

from a realistic, everyday mode in its first half to a more mystical, reflective mode in its second half, 

mirroring Krishna's own inward journey from ordinary domestic life towards spiritual understanding. 

8 Critical Appreciation 

The English Teacher stands apart in R. K. Narayan's body of work for its intense emotional honesty. While 

Narayan is generally known for his gentle irony and comic observation of everyday Malgudi life, this 

novel moves into deeply personal territory, especially in the chapters describing Susila's illness and death, 

which are often considered among the most moving passages in Indian English literature. Critics have 

noted that the novel's structure — moving from realistic domestic comedy to tragedy and then to a 

mystical, spiritual resolution — mirrors Krishna's own psychological journey, and reflects Narayan's 

characteristic blending of the ordinary and the transcendent. The novel is also valued for its quiet critique 

of a colonial-influenced education system that leaves Indians disconnected from their own cultural roots. 

9 Important Questions and Answers 

Q. Why does Krishna feel dissatisfied with his job as an English lecturer? 

Ans. Krishna feels that teaching English literature to Indian students is disconnected from their own 

culture and daily life. He believes this kind of education makes students strangers to their own heritage 

while only superficially imitating another culture, and he finds his mechanical, routine college life 

unfulfilling. 
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Q. How does Susila's death affect Krishna? 

Ans. Susila's death from typhoid devastates Krishna completely. He becomes bitter, emotionally numb 

and loses interest in his teaching work and social life. Only his responsibility towards his young daughter, 

Leela, keeps him functioning during this period of deep grief. 

Q. How does Krishna find peace after Susila's death? 

Ans. Krishna gradually finds peace through what he believes is spiritual communication with Susila, first 

through a medium and later on his own. This sense of continuing connection with his wife, combined with 

his growing involvement in Leela's alternative schooling, helps him move from grief towards calm 

acceptance. 

Q. What role does the headmaster play in Krishna's transformation? 

Ans. The headmaster runs a small school based on joyful, child-centred learning rather than rigid 

discipline. His dedication to children and his unconventional philosophy of education deeply influence 

Krishna, eventually inspiring him to leave his college post and join the school despite the financial 

sacrifice. 

Q. Why was the novel later retitled 'Grateful to Life and Death'? 

Ans. The new title reflects Krishna's final emotional state at the end of the novel: he learns to accept both 

the happiness of his married life and the sorrow of his wife's death as part of one meaningful journey, 

feeling gratitude for both rather than bitterness. 

Q. In what ways is 'The English Teacher' considered autobiographical? 

Ans. The novel closely mirrors R. K. Narayan's own life, since he too lost his wife, Rajam, to typhoid, 

and was left to raise a young daughter alone. The emotional intensity of Krishna's grief is widely believed 

to reflect Narayan's own personal experience of loss. 
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Module 3: The Invisible Man — H. G. Wells 

1 About the Author 

Herbert George Wells (1866–1946) was an English writer widely regarded as one of the founding figures 

of modern science fiction, alongside Jules Verne. His major scientific romances include The Time 

Machine, The War of the Worlds, The Island of Doctor Moreau and The Invisible Man. Wells was deeply 

interested in science, technology and their social and ethical consequences, and his novels often combine 

thrilling adventure with serious warnings about the misuse of scientific knowledge and unchecked human 

ambition. 

2 About the Novel 

The Invisible Man, first published in 1897, tells the story of a brilliant but obsessive scientist named 

Griffin, who discovers a method to make his body invisible but cannot find a way to reverse the process. 

Set in late Victorian England, the novel is part science fiction, part thriller and part cautionary tale, 

exploring what happens when scientific power is combined with isolation, arrogance and a lack of moral 

restraint. 

3 Summary in Simple Words 

Arrival at Iping 

The novel opens with a mysterious stranger arriving at a small English village called Iping during a 

snowstorm. He is covered from head to foot in bandages, dark glasses and heavy clothing, and demands 

privacy at the local inn, the 'Coach and Horses'. His strange appearance and bizarre, irritable behaviour 

make the villagers increasingly curious and suspicious, though no one initially guesses the true, 

astonishing reason for his disguise. 

The Secret Revealed 

As the stranger's rent goes unpaid and his behaviour grows more erratic, the innkeepers attempt to confront 

him, leading to a dramatic scene in which the stranger removes his disguise and reveals that he is, in fact, 

completely invisible. Panic spreads through the village. The stranger — whom we later learn is named 

Griffin, a former medical student — flees, now openly using his invisibility to escape and to survive by 

theft, since he can no longer earn money through ordinary means. 

Griffin's Backstory 

Later in the novel, Griffin seeks help from a former college acquaintance, Dr. Kemp, and confesses his 

story. Griffin explains how he discovered a scientific method involving light refraction and body 

chemistry to make living tissue invisible, and how he tested it first on a cat and then on himself. He reveals 

that he never planned properly for how to become visible again, and that his secretive, obsessive pursuit 

of the discovery led him to steal money from his own father, whose subsequent suicide (after being 

wrongly blamed for the missing money) haunts Griffin but does not stop his relentless ambition. 



Department of English          B A Second Year - Semester III          Understanding Fiction                 Bahirji Smarak Mahavidyalaya Basmthnaga 

14 | P a g e  
 

Descent into Violence 

Now invisible and increasingly desperate, hungry and dangerously isolated, Griffin becomes more violent 

and ruthless, viewing his invisibility as a means to establish what he calls a 'Reign of Terror' — planning 

to use fear and secret power to dominate others, beginning with Kemp's town. When Kemp, horrified by 

Griffin's plans, betrays him to the police, Griffin turns against his former friend with murderous intent. 

The Final Chase and Death 

The novel builds to a tense manhunt as the local police and townspeople try to track down and capture the 

invisible, dangerous Griffin. In the climax, Griffin is cornered and fatally beaten by an angry mob after 

attacking Kemp. As he dies, his body gradually becomes visible again, and the once-fearsome Invisible 

Man is finally seen by all — an ordinary, vulnerable human body, ending the novel on a note that 

emphasises his tragic downfall. 

4 Title Explained 

The title directly refers to Griffin's central scientific achievement and curse — his invisibility. It captures 

both the wonder of his discovery and the horror of what it leads to: isolation, madness and violence. The 

title also carries a symbolic meaning, suggesting how power without visibility, accountability or human 

connection can corrupt a person's morals and ultimately destroy them. 

5 Main Characters 

● Griffin (the Invisible Man) — A brilliant but obsessive and increasingly unstable scientist whose 

discovery of invisibility isolates him from society and pushes him towards theft, violence and 

megalomania. 

● Dr. Kemp — Griffin's former college acquaintance, a respectable scientist who initially listens to 

Griffin's story but ultimately turns against him, betraying his plans to the police out of moral 

duty and self-preservation. 

● Mrs. Hall — The innkeeper of the 'Coach and Horses' in Iping, whose curiosity and suspicion 

about her strange guest set off the chain of events that expose Griffin's secret. 

● Thomas Marvel — A tramp whom Griffin forces into being his unwilling assistant, entrusted 

with Griffin's stolen money and notebooks, and who eventually betrays Griffin's trust. 

● The Villagers and Townspeople — Represent ordinary society's fear, superstition and eventual 

violent reaction to something they cannot understand or control. 

6 Themes 

● The Danger of Unchecked Scientific Ambition: Griffin's story is a warning about pursuing 

scientific discovery without any thought for ethics, consequences or the wellbeing of others. 

● Isolation and Alienation: Griffin's invisibility, meant to give him power, instead cuts him off 

completely from normal human relationships, food, shelter and companionship, driving him 

towards madness. 
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● Power and Corruption: As Griffin gains a strange kind of power through invisibility, he becomes 

increasingly willing to use fear and violence to dominate others, showing how power without 

accountability can corrupt. 

● Appearance versus Reality: The novel repeatedly explores the tension between what is seen and 

unseen — Griffin is invisible to others' eyes, yet his true, monstrous nature becomes increasingly 

visible through his actions. 

● Fear of the Unknown: The panic and violence of the villagers and townspeople reflect how 

societies react with fear and aggression toward what they cannot understand or explain. 

7 Narrative Style 

Wells combines third-person narration with a gripping, fast-paced thriller structure, building suspense 

through mystery in the early chapters and shifting to Griffin's own first-person confession midway through 

the novel to explain his motives and methods. The novel blends realistic Victorian village settings with 

scientific speculation, giving it the flavour of both social comedy (in its depiction of the gossiping 

villagers) and serious tragedy (in Griffin's downfall). 

8 Critical Appreciation 

The Invisible Man is regarded as a landmark of early science fiction because it combines an exciting, 

suspenseful plot with serious philosophical questions about science, ethics and human nature. Wells wrote 

at a time when rapid scientific progress was raising new hopes and fears about what science could achieve, 

and Griffin's story reflects contemporary anxieties about knowledge pursued without moral restraint. The 

novel is also notable for its structure, moving cleverly between comic scenes of village gossip and 

confusion in the early chapters and darker, more tragic material as Griffin's true nature is revealed. Many 

critics read the novel as an early exploration of the idea that power without visibility or accountability 

inevitably corrupts, a theme that remains relevant well beyond its original Victorian context. 

9 Important Questions and Answers 

Q. How does Griffin's invisibility come to be discovered by the villagers of Iping? 

Ans. Griffin arrives in Iping heavily disguised in bandages and dark clothing to hide his invisible body. 

As suspicion grows over his strange, secretive behaviour and unpaid rent, a confrontation forces him to 

remove his disguise, revealing to the shocked villagers that he is completely invisible. 

Q. What method did Griffin use to become invisible, and what problem resulted from it? 

Ans. Griffin discovered a scientific method involving light refraction and changes to the body's chemistry 

that made living tissue invisible. He tested it on a cat and then on himself, but never worked out how to 

reverse the process, leaving him permanently and irreversibly invisible. 

Q. Why does Griffin turn to crime and violence during the novel? 

Ans. Because he is invisible, Griffin cannot work normally to earn a living, and his need for money, food 

and shelter forces him into theft. His growing isolation, desperation and sense of unchecked power 
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eventually push him towards violent and megalomaniac plans, including his idea of starting a 'Reign of 

Terror'. 

Q. What role does Dr. Kemp play in the story? 

Ans. Dr. Kemp is a former college acquaintance whom Griffin turns to for help and confides his full story 

to. However, horrified by Griffin's violent plans, Kemp betrays him to the police, ultimately playing a key 

role in Griffin's downfall and death. 

Q. How does the novel end, and what is its significance? 

Ans. Griffin is cornered and fatally beaten by an angry mob while attempting violence against Kemp. As 

he dies, his body slowly becomes visible again, symbolising the exposure of his true, vulnerable human 

nature after his destructive pursuit of invisible power. 

Q. What warning does 'The Invisible Man' offer about science? 

Ans. The novel warns that scientific discovery pursued without ethical responsibility, human connection 

or a plan for its consequences can lead to isolation, moral corruption and tragedy, rather than the power 

and freedom the scientist originally hoped for. 
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Module 4: The Alchemist — Paulo Coelho 

1 About the Author 

Paulo Coelho is a Brazilian novelist, one of the best-selling authors in the world, known for blending 

storytelling with spiritual and philosophical themes. Before turning to writing full-time, he worked in 

various fields including music and journalism. The Alchemist, first published in Portuguese in 1988, 

became an international phenomenon and has been translated into dozens of languages, making Coelho 

one of the most widely read contemporary authors globally. His works often explore themes of self-

discovery, destiny and the search for meaning in life. 

2 About the Novel 

The Alchemist is a short, allegorical novel that follows a young Andalusian shepherd named Santiago on 

a journey from Spain to the Egyptian pyramids in search of a treasure he has seen in a recurring dream. 

Along the way, the novel explores big philosophical ideas — following one's dreams, listening to one's 

heart, and recognising the signs the universe offers — through simple, fable-like storytelling. The novel 

is often described as a modern parable about self-discovery and personal destiny, sometimes referred to 

using the Spanish/Portuguese term 'Personal Legend' for one's true purpose in life. 

3 Summary in Simple Words 

The Shepherd's Dream 

Santiago is a young shepherd in Andalusia, Spain, content with his simple life of travelling with his flock 

of sheep. He has a recurring dream in which a child tells him he will find a hidden treasure near the 

Egyptian pyramids. Curious and unsettled by this dream, he visits an old woman who interprets dreams, 

and later meets a mysterious old man who calls himself Melchizedek, the King of Salem. This old king 

speaks to Santiago about the idea of a 'Personal Legend' — each person's true calling or purpose in life — 

and encourages him to sell his sheep and travel to Egypt to pursue his treasure. 

Journey to Tangier and the Crystal Shop 

Santiago sells his flock and travels across the sea to Tangier in North Africa, where he is immediately 

robbed of all his money, leaving him stranded and penniless in an unfamiliar land. Rather than giving up, 

he finds work with a local crystal merchant, whose shop is struggling. Santiago's fresh ideas — such as 

displaying the crystal in the window and adding tea service for customers — revitalise the merchant's 

business. Santiago works and saves for about a year, gathering enough money to either return home with 

a comfortable flock of sheep, or continue his original journey towards the pyramids. He chooses to 

continue, deciding not to give up on his 'Personal Legend'. 

Crossing the Desert and Meeting Fatima 

Santiago joins a caravan crossing the Sahara Desert towards Egypt. During the journey, he meets an 

Englishman who is travelling to learn alchemy from a legendary alchemist, and the two discuss the nature 
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of the 'Soul of the World' — the idea that everything in the universe is connected and communicates 

through signs. At an oasis along the way, Santiago falls in love with Fatima, a young desert woman, who 

encourages him to continue his journey rather than stay with her, believing that true love does not require 

someone to give up their destiny. 

Meeting the Alchemist 

At the oasis, Santiago also encounters the Alchemist himself, a wise and powerful figure who becomes 

his mentor and guide for the remainder of the journey across the desert towards the pyramids. The 

Alchemist teaches Santiago about listening to his heart, understanding the language of the world through 

signs and omens, and trusting in the process of pursuing one's destiny even through hardship and danger, 

including a tense episode in which Santiago must prove his abilities to hostile tribal warriors by 

demonstrating that he can turn himself into the wind. 

The Treasure and Its Meaning 

After reaching the pyramids, Santiago is attacked by thieves while digging for treasure, and one of them 

mockingly reveals that he too once had a recurring dream about treasure buried under a sycamore tree in 

a ruined church in Spain — the very church where Santiago's own journey had begun. Realising the deep 

irony of his long journey, Santiago returns to Spain and finds real treasure buried at the very spot where 

his adventure started, showing that the true reward of pursuing one's 'Personal Legend' lies not only in the 

destination but also in everything learned along the way. 

4 Title Explained 

The title 'The Alchemist' refers most directly to the wise mentor figure Santiago meets in the desert, who 

guides him in the final part of his journey and represents the mastery of both worldly knowledge 

(traditional alchemy, turning base metal into gold) and spiritual wisdom (understanding the 'Soul of the 

World' and one's own destiny). Symbolically, the title also suggests that Santiago himself undergoes a 

kind of personal 'alchemy' — a transformation of his ordinary life and understanding into something far 

richer and wiser through his journey. 

5 Main Characters 

● Santiago — The young Andalusian shepherd and protagonist, whose journey from a simple, 

contented life to the pursuit of his 'Personal Legend' forms the heart of the novel. 

● Melchizedek (the King of Salem) — A mysterious old king who first introduces Santiago to the 

concept of a 'Personal Legend' and encourages him to begin his journey. 

● The Crystal Merchant — A cautious, somewhat fearful shopkeeper in Tangier who benefits from 

Santiago's fresh energy and ideas, but who himself chooses not to pursue his own long-held 

dream of visiting Mecca, serving as a contrast to Santiago's courage. 

● The Englishman — A fellow traveller on the desert caravan who is studying alchemy from books 

and theory, providing a contrast to Santiago's more intuitive, experience-based way of learning. 



Department of English          B A Second Year - Semester III          Understanding Fiction                 Bahirji Smarak Mahavidyalaya Basmthnaga 

19 | P a g e  
 

● Fatima — A young woman Santiago meets and falls in love with at the desert oasis, who 

encourages him to continue pursuing his destiny rather than settle down immediately. 

● The Alchemist — The wise, powerful mentor who guides Santiago through the final and most 

dangerous part of his journey, teaching him about the deeper spiritual meaning behind alchemy 

and personal destiny. 

6 Themes 

● Following One's 'Personal Legend': The central theme of the novel is the importance of pursuing 

one's true purpose or dream in life, despite obstacles, fear or the comfort of an easier, 

unambitious path. 

● Listening to Signs and Intuition: The novel suggests that the universe communicates meaning 

through signs, omens and the promptings of the heart, and that learning to read and trust these 

signs is part of the journey towards fulfilment. 

● The Value of the Journey Itself: Although Santiago is searching for a treasure, the novel 

emphasises that the knowledge, love and experiences gained along the way are just as valuable 

as the final material treasure. 

● Fear as an Obstacle to Growth: Several characters, such as the crystal merchant, represent the 

fear of taking risks and how it can prevent people from pursuing their own dreams. 

● Interconnectedness of All Things: Through the idea of the 'Soul of the World', the novel presents 

a spiritual vision in which people, nature and the universe are all connected and communicate 

with one another. 

7 Narrative Style 

Coelho writes in a simple, fable-like, almost parable-style prose, deliberately avoiding complex language 

so that the philosophical ideas remain accessible to a wide range of readers. The novel has the structure 

and tone of an allegory, similar to traditional folk tales, where characters and events often carry symbolic 

meaning beyond the literal story. This simplicity of style is part of the reason the novel has been so widely 

read and translated across the world. 

8 Critical Appreciation 

The Alchemist owes much of its global popularity to its simple, universal storytelling style, which draws 

on the tradition of fables and parables found in many cultures. Coelho deliberately avoids complicated 

language or plot structures, allowing the novel's philosophical ideas about destiny, courage and self-belief 

to reach a very wide audience. Some literary critics have pointed out that the novel's philosophy is 

presented in a fairly simple, optimistic way compared to more complex literary explorations of fate and 

free will, but its accessibility is also precisely why it has resonated with millions of readers seeking 

motivation and meaning. The novel is often studied not only as a work of fiction but also as an example 

of how storytelling can carry self-help and motivational ideas in an engaging narrative form. 
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9 Important Questions and Answers 

Q. What is meant by a 'Personal Legend' in the novel? 

Ans. A 'Personal Legend' refers to a person's true purpose or destiny in life — the thing they were always 

meant to do or become. The novel suggests that pursuing one's Personal Legend, despite obstacles and 

fear, leads to true fulfilment, while avoiding it leads to regret. 

Q. How does Santiago help the crystal merchant, and what does the merchant's character 

represent? 

Ans. Santiago suggests practical improvements such as displaying crystal in the shop window and serving 

tea to customers, which revitalise the merchant's struggling business. The merchant, however, represents 

fear of change and lost dreams, since he never pursues his own long-held wish to travel to Mecca, unlike 

Santiago, who continues to pursue his dream. 

Q. What does Santiago learn from the Alchemist during their journey across the desert? 

Ans. The Alchemist teaches Santiago to listen to his heart, to read the signs and omens of the world, and 

to trust the process of pursuing his destiny even through danger and hardship. He also helps Santiago 

realise his own inner strength, including in the episode where Santiago must demonstrate the power to 

turn himself into the wind. 

Q. What is the irony in how Santiago finally finds his treasure? 

Ans. After travelling all the way to the Egyptian pyramids and being robbed by thieves, Santiago learns 

from one of the thieves about a recurring dream involving treasure buried under a sycamore tree in a 

ruined church in Spain — the very church where Santiago's own journey had begun. He returns home and 

finds his treasure there, showing that what he sought was, ironically, close to where he started. 

Q. What role does Fatima play in Santiago's journey? 

Ans. Fatima is a young woman at the desert oasis whom Santiago falls in love with. Rather than asking 

him to abandon his journey for her sake, she encourages him to continue pursuing his Personal Legend, 

believing that true love supports rather than restricts a person's destiny. 

Q. What is the central message of 'The Alchemist'? 

Ans. The central message is that individuals should have the courage to pursue their true dreams and 

purpose in life, trusting the signs and guidance the universe offers along the way, since both the treasure 

and the journey towards it hold deep value and meaning. 
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Comparative Study Across the Four Novels 

Although the four prescribed novels come from very different countries, time periods and traditions of 

writing, studying them together helps you see interesting patterns and contrasts in how fiction explores 

universal human concerns such as identity, loss, ambition and the search for meaning. This chapter offers 

a brief comparative view that may help you answer questions asking you to connect two or more novels. 

1 Setting and Background 

● No Guns at My Son's Funeral is set in contemporary Kashmir, against the backdrop of real 

political conflict. 

● The English Teacher is set in the fictional South Indian town of Malgudi in the mid-twentieth 

century, a peaceful, everyday middle-class setting. 

● The Invisible Man is set in late Victorian England, combining a realistic rural village setting with 

speculative science fiction. 

● The Alchemist moves across real-world locations — Spain, Morocco and Egypt — but is written 

in the timeless, placeless style of a fable. 

2 Central Journeys 

Each of the four novels can be read as a story of a journey, whether literal or emotional. Aftab's journey 

in No Guns at My Son's Funeral is a secret, tragic descent into violence. Krishna's journey in The English 

Teacher moves from domestic happiness through devastating grief to spiritual peace. Griffin's journey in 

The Invisible Man is one of scientific ambition curdling into isolation and destruction. Santiago's journey 

in The Alchemist is the most literal — an actual physical journey across continents — but it is also a 

journey of self-discovery, ending in the realisation that his treasure, and his growth, were tied to the place 

where he began. 

3 Endings and Their Emotional Tone 

● No Guns at My Son's Funeral ends in tragedy and grief, but closes on a note of resolve and hope 

for the future through Shazia's vow. 

● The English Teacher ends in quiet, hard-won peace, as Krishna learns to live gratefully with both 

love and loss. 

● The Invisible Man ends in violent death and public exposure, offering a cautionary, tragic 

conclusion. 

● The Alchemist ends in fulfilment and discovery, with Santiago's dream rewarded after a long test 

of patience and courage. 
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4 Key Comparative Themes 

Theme Novels Where It Appears Strongly 

The cost of unchecked 

ambition or misplaced 

admiration 

The Invisible Man (Griffin's ambition); No Guns at My 

Son's Funeral (Aftab's admiration of Akram) 

Loss and grief transformed 

into meaning 

The English Teacher; No Guns at My Son's Funeral 

The importance of following 

one's inner purpose 

The Alchemist; The English Teacher (Krishna's career 

change) 

Isolation versus community The Invisible Man (Griffin's isolation); No Guns at My 

Son's Funeral (family and community bonds) 

Science, knowledge and their 

human cost 

The Invisible Man; The Alchemist (the philosophy of 

alchemy) 

5 Sample Comparative Question and Answer 

Q. Compare how any two of your prescribed novels explore the theme of transformation. 

Ans. Both The English Teacher and The Alchemist explore deep personal transformation, though through 

very different circumstances. In The English Teacher, Krishna's transformation is involuntary, forced upon 

him by the sudden death of his wife, Susila; his journey moves from domestic contentment through 

devastating grief towards a hard-won spiritual peace, and he ultimately changes his entire career path, 

leaving his college position for the Headmaster's small school. In The Alchemist, by contrast, Santiago's 

transformation is voluntary and actively sought — he chooses to leave behind the comfort and 

predictability of his shepherd's life in pursuit of his 'Personal Legend'. Where Krishna's transformation is 

inward, arising from loss, Santiago's transformation is outward and adventurous, arising from hope and 

curiosity. Yet both novels ultimately arrive at a similar insight: that a meaningful life requires the courage 

to move beyond comfortable routine, whether through accepting change forced upon us, as Krishna does, 

or through actively seeking change, as Santiago does. 
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Model Long Answers (Sample Essay-Type Responses) 

The essay-type questions in the End Semester Exam usually ask you to discuss a theme, a character, or 

the significance of a title across an entire novel. Below are two model answers, written in the length and 

style expected for a 15-mark answer, to show you how to structure your own responses. 

Model Answer 1: Discuss the theme of the lure of violence in 'No Guns at My Son's Funeral'. 

Paro Anand's 'No Guns at My Son's Funeral' is centrally concerned with how violence can appear attractive 

and heroic to impressionable young people, even as it destroys their lives and the lives of those around 

them. The novel demonstrates this through the character of Aftab, an ordinary Kashmiri teenager who 

leads a hidden double life, secretly training with a militant group at night while appearing to be a normal, 

cheerful boy by day. 

The central figure of Akram represents the glamourised face of militancy. To Aftab, Akram appears as 

brave, exciting and heroic, much like an action-film star, offering the thrill and sense of purpose that his 

ordinary daily life does not provide. The novel shows how this admiration blinds Aftab to the real dangers 

involved, even though on a deeper level he is disturbed by the violence he witnesses, a fact he hides out 

of fear of seeming weak in front of his companions. 

The novel does not simply condemn Aftab; instead, it carefully shows the social and emotional conditions 

that make young people vulnerable to such recruitment — the search for identity, excitement and 

belonging, especially in a region long affected by conflict. The tragic climax, in which both Akram and 

Aftab die in an act of violence, exposes the hollowness of the glamour that first attracted Aftab, showing 

that the promised heroism ends only in loss and grief for the family left behind. 

Finally, the novel's resolution through Shazia's vow — that there will be no guns at her own son's funeral 

— completes this theme by turning personal tragedy into a resolve against the cycle of violence. In this 

way, Paro Anand uses Aftab's story not merely as a portrait of one boy's downfall, but as a broader 

commentary on how conflict recruits and consumes the young, and how families and communities must 

consciously resist this pattern for the sake of future generations. 

Model Answer 2: Discuss the significance of the title 'The Alchemist'. 

Paulo Coelho's title 'The Alchemist' operates on both a literal and a symbolic level, and understanding 

both is essential to appreciating the novel's central message. On the literal level, the title refers to the wise, 

mysterious mentor figure whom Santiago meets at the desert oasis and who guides him through the final 

and most difficult part of his journey towards the Egyptian pyramids. This character is a genuine alchemist 

in the traditional sense, associated with the ancient art of transforming base metal into gold, and he 

possesses deep knowledge of both worldly and spiritual truths. 

On a symbolic level, however, the title also points to Santiago's own transformation over the course of the 

novel. Just as the alchemist's traditional craft involves turning something ordinary into something 

precious, Santiago's journey transforms him from a simple, contented shepherd into someone who has 
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learned to listen to his heart, read the signs of the world, and pursue his 'Personal Legend' with courage. 

His experiences — losing his money in Tangier, rebuilding the crystal merchant's business, falling in love 

with Fatima, and facing danger in the desert — represent the 'raw material' of his character being refined 

into wisdom and self-knowledge, much like alchemical transformation. 

The title therefore captures the dual movement of the novel: an outward journey towards a physical 

treasure, and an inward journey of personal transformation. By the end of the story, when Santiago 

discovers that his treasure lies back where his journey began, the title's deeper meaning becomes clear — 

the true 'alchemy' Santiago undergoes is not the literal transformation of metal into gold, but the 

transformation of an ordinary life into one lived with purpose, courage and self-understanding, guided by 

the same wisdom that the alchemist embodies. 
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Glossary of Useful Literary Terms 

● Protagonist: The main character of a story, around whom the plot centres (for example, Santiago 

in The Alchemist, Krishna in The English Teacher). 

● Antagonist: A character or force that opposes the protagonist, creating conflict in the story. 

● Allegory: A story in which characters and events symbolically represent deeper moral, spiritual 

or political meanings, as seen in The Alchemist. 

● Autobiographical / Semi-autobiographical fiction: Fiction that draws directly on real events from 

the author's own life, as in The English Teacher. 

● Bildungsroman: A novel that focuses on the moral and psychological growth of its main 

character from youth to maturity; The Alchemist and No Guns at My Son's Funeral both show 

elements of this form. 

● Climax: The turning point or moment of greatest tension in a story, after which the action moves 

towards resolution. 

● Foreshadowing: Hints or clues given earlier in a story about events that will happen later, such as 

the chapter-opening quotations in No Guns at My Son's Funeral. 

● Irony: A contrast between what is expected and what actually happens, such as Griffin's 

invisibility bringing him destruction rather than the power he hoped for. 

● Narrator: The voice that tells the story; can be first-person ('I', as in The English Teacher) or 

third-person (as in The Invisible Man). 

● Parable / Fable: A short, simple story that teaches a moral or spiritual lesson, a style closely 

associated with The Alchemist. 

● Science fiction: A genre of fiction based on imagined future or speculative scientific 

developments, as in The Invisible Man. 

● Setting: The time and place in which a story occurs, such as Malgudi in The English Teacher or 

the Kashmir Valley in No Guns at My Son's Funeral. 

● Symbol: An object, character or event that represents a deeper meaning beyond its literal sense, 

such as the pyramids representing Santiago's ultimate goal. 

● Theme: The underlying message or central idea explored by a literary work. 

 



Department of English          B A Second Year - Semester III          Understanding Fiction                 Bahirji Smarak Mahavidyalaya Basmthnaga 

26 | P a g e  
 

Sample Question Paper (Based on the Prescribed Pattern) 

Time: 2.5 Hours                                                                    Maximum Marks: 60 

Q.1 Write short notes on any FIVE of the following (Compulsory)  (15 marks) 

● (a) The title 'No Guns at My Son's Funeral' 

● (b) Susila's character in The English Teacher 

● (c) Griffin's arrival in Iping 

● (d) The crystal merchant in The Alchemist 

● (e) The role of Akram in No Guns at My Son's Funeral 

● (f) The Headmaster's philosophy of education 

Note: Attempt any THREE questions from Q.2 to Q.6 given below. 

Q.2 (Module 1)  (15 marks) 

Discuss how Paro Anand shows the impact of militancy on an ordinary Kashmiri family in No Guns at 

My Son's Funeral. 

Q.3 (Module 2)  (15 marks) 

Discuss the theme of grief and spiritual healing in R. K. Narayan's The English Teacher. 

Q.4 (Module 3)  (15 marks) 

Examine H. G. Wells's portrayal of the dangers of unchecked scientific ambition in The Invisible Man. 

Q.5 (Module 4)  (15 marks) 

Discuss the significance of the journey motif and the concept of 'Personal Legend' in The Alchemist. 

Q.6 Write short notes on any TWO of the following  (15 marks) 

● (a) Fatima's role in The Alchemist 

● (b) The theme of isolation in The Invisible Man 

● (c) Shazia's resolve at the end of No Guns at My Son's Funeral 

● (d) Leela's schooling in The English Teacher 
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Quick Revision Points and Final Tips 

Module 1: No Guns at My Son's Funeral 

● Setting: Baramulla, Kashmir Valley. Protagonist: Aftab, a teenager leading a double life. 

● Militant leader: Akram. Aftab's sister: Shazia. Both Akram and Aftab die at the end. 

● Central theme: the lure and tragedy of militancy. Title comes from Shazia's final vow. 

Module 2: The English Teacher 

● Setting: Malgudi. Protagonist: Krishna, an English lecturer. Wife: Susila, who dies of typhoid. 

● Krishna finds peace through spiritual communication with Susila and by joining the 

Headmaster's school. 

● Novel is semi-autobiographical; later retitled 'Grateful to Life and Death'. 

Module 3: The Invisible Man 

● Setting: Victorian England, beginning in the village of Iping. Protagonist: Griffin, a scientist who 

becomes invisible. 

● Griffin cannot reverse his invisibility; he turns to theft and violence, and plans a 'Reign of 

Terror'. 

● Dr. Kemp betrays Griffin to the police; Griffin is killed by a mob and becomes visible again in 

death. 

Module 4: The Alchemist 

● Protagonist: Santiago, a shepherd from Andalusia, Spain, who travels to Egypt seeking treasure. 

● Key figures: Melchizedek (King of Salem), the crystal merchant, Fatima, and the Alchemist 

himself. 

● Central idea: the 'Personal Legend' — pursuing one's true destiny. Treasure is finally found back 

in Spain. 

 

All the best for your examination! 
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